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Message Text 


1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT WASHINGTON POST EDITORIAL FRIDAY, 
JULY 14, HEADED "YOUNGSPEAK AND CARTERSPEAK." 

2. FIRST, LET'S TAKE THE CASE OF ANDREW YOUNG, A USEFUL 
PUBLIC SERVANT WHO, ONCE AGAIN, HAS USED THE SPECIAL 
LICENSE OF THE PRESIDENT S PERSONAL REGARD FOR HIM TO 
EMBARRASS HIS CHIEF. AMBASSADOR YOUNG CHOSE THE MOMENT 
WHEN THE U.S. GOVERNMENT WAS TRYING TO INFLUENCE THE 
KREMLIN'S TREATMENT OF SEVERAL DISSIDENTS TO DECLARE 
THAT THERE ARE "HUNDREDS, MAYBE EVEN THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE 
I WOULD CALL POLITICAL PRISONERS IN U.S. JAILS." A MORE 
EFFECTIVE WAY TO UNDERCUT THE PRESIDENT'S CONCERN COULD 
SCARCELY HAVE BEEN IMAGINED. AS USUAL, MR. YOUNG LATER 
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ELABORATED. BUT BY FAILING TO BRING OUT THE BASIC POINT 
THAT, IN STARK CONTRAST TO THE SOVIET UNION, THE UNITED 
STATES HAS A LEGAL AND POLITICAL SYSTEM INTENDED TO PRO- 
TECT AGAINST SUCH OVER-REACHINGS BY THE STATE-OR AT 
LEAST TO REMEDY THEM IF THEY OCCUR-HE COMPOUNDED THE 
ORIGINAL OFFENSE. 
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3. IT IS PROBA3LY VAIN TO EXPECT MR. YOUNG TO IMPOSE 

THE NORMAL SELF-DISCIPLINE EXPECTED OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS. 

HE WILL NO DOUBT CONTINUE TO CALL HIS OWN SERIOUSNESS 
INTO QUESTION, TO MAKE HIS NOMINAL SUPERIOR (THE SECRE- 
TARY OF STATE) LOOK FOOLISH, AND TO CHEAT THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE RESPECT A SUBORDINATE OWES THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE- 
AS LONG AS MR. CARTER ALLOWS HIM TO GO ON PLAYING 
TEACHER'S PET. IMPEACHMENT IS NOT THE REMEDY. DISCI- 
PLINE IS. 

4. OUR DEEPER COMPLAINT, HOWEVER, IS ABOUT JIMMY 
CARTER. ON WEDNESDAY, MR. CARTER MADE HIS OWN STATE- 
MENT ON THE TRIALS OF ANATOLY SHCHARANSKY AND ALEK- 
SANDR GINZBURG. KEEP IN MIND THAT PART OF THE SOVIET 
CAMPAIGN AGAINST THESE MEN HAS TURNED ON A DETERMINA- 
TION TO DETER JIMMY CARTER'S INTERVENTIONS IN THE SOVIET 
DISSIDENT SCENE BY PUNISHING THE PEOPLE HE MEANS TO HELP. 
KEEP IN MIND, TOO, THAT AMERICAN DIPLOMATS HAD BEEN 
QUIETLY CONVEYING TO MOSCOW THAT TO LIMIT THE DAMAGE TO 
S O VIET -AMERICAN RELATIONS IT WOULD BE BEST TO STEER THE 
TRIALS AWAY FROM MR. CARTER PERSONALLY. SO RIGHT IN THE 
MIDDLE OF THE TRIALS MR. CARTER MAKES A FRESH PUBLIC 
INTERVENTION FOR MR. SHCHARANSKY AND MR. GINZBURG, 
REPEATING HIS DENIAL THAT MR. SHCHARANSKY (ACCUSED OF 
CIA CONNECTIONS) HAD CIA CONNECTIONS AND CONDEMNING 
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ANEW THE PROCESS OF THE TRIALS. 

5. NO DOUBT MR. CARTER FEELS COMPASSION FOR THE DEFEN- 
DANTS-WHAT DECENT PEOPLE DO NOT? PERHAPS HE ALSO FEELS 
THAT HIS DIRECT CHALLENGE TO THE SOVIETS ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
MAKES HIM IN SOME INDIRECT WAY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
EXAMPLE THE SOVIETS SEEM TO BE MAKING OF THESE PARTICU- 
LAR DEFENDANTS. NOR WOULD IT BE SURPRISING IF HE WERE 

OF A MIND TO PREEMPT CHARGES FROM THE RIGHT OF INSUF- 
FICIENT PUBLIC ARDOR IN THE CAUSE. YET, CONSIDERATIONS 
LIKE THESE MAY NOT FULLY EXPLAIN THE OBSESSED AND CRU- 
SADING QUALITY OF HIS LATEST REMARKS, AND CERTAINLY 
THEY DO NOT JUSTIFY THE TIMING. 

6. IT IS NOT MERELY THAT MR. CARTER DOES NOT DISCI- 
PLINE HIS UNITED NATIONS AMBASSADOR. HE DOES NOT DIS- 
CIPLINE HIMSELF. HE CONVEYS THE IMPRESSION THAT HIS 
NOBLE PURPOSE RELIEVES HIM OF WORRYING ABOUT THE 
EFFECTS OF WHAT HE SAYS. THIS RAISES ANXIETIES THAT 
EXTEND BEYOND THE TRIALS. NATIONS CANNOT ADDRESS EACH 
OTHER AS THOUGH ONLY THE MATTER OF PERSONAL SINCERITY 
WERE AT STAKE. THE PERSONAL WORDS OF LEADERS INEVITABLY 
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CARRY HEAVY POLITICAL FREIGHT. HOW IS IT POSSIBLE THAT 
THIS ANCIENT TRUISM IS NOT SELF-EVIDENT TO JIMMY CARTER 
A YEAR AND A HALF INTO HIS PRESIDENCY? END TEXT. CHRISTOPHER 
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